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COUNCIL 

 
A meeting of the Council will be held in the Council Chamber - Council Offices, Trinity 

Road, Cirencester, GL7 1PX on Wednesday, 23 September 2026 at 6.00 pm. 

 

 
 

Jane Portman 

Chief Executive 

 

 

To: Members of the Council 

(Councillors Mark Harris, Ray Brassington, Gina Blomefield, Claire Bloomer, Naomi Bloomer,  

Nick Bridges, Patrick Coleman, Daryl Corps, David Cunningham, Tony Dale, Paul Evans, Mike  

Evemy, David Fowles, Laura Hall-Wilson, Paul Hodgkinson, Nikki Ind, Angus Jenkinson, Julia   

Judd, Juliet Layton, Helene Mansilla, Mike McKeown, Dilys Neill, Andrea Pellegram, Tony  

Slater, Lisa Spivey, Tom Stowe, Jeremy Theyer, Craig Thurling, Michael Vann, Jon Wareing,  

Ian Watson, Len Wilkins and Tristan Wilkinson) 

 
Recording of Proceedings – The law allows the public proceedings of Council, Cabinet, 

and Committee Meetings to be recorded, which includes filming as well as audio-

recording.  Photography is also permitted. 

 

As a matter of courtesy, if you intend to record any part of the proceedings please let the 

Committee Administrator know prior to the date of the meeting. 

 

http://www.cotswold.gov.uk/


 

 

 

AGENDA 
 

1.   Apologies  

To receive any apologies for absence. The quorum for Council is 9 members. 

 

2.   Declarations of Interest  

To receive any declarations of interest from Members relating to items to be 

considered at the meeting. 

 

3.   Minutes (Pages 9 - 36) 

To confirm the minutes of the meeting of Council held on15 July 2026 and 

Extraordinary Council held on 12 August 2026. 

 

4.   Announcements from the Chair, Leader or Chief Executive  

To receive any announcements from the Chair of the Council, the Leader of the 

Council and the Chief Executive. 

 

5.   Public Questions  

To deal with questions from the public within the open forum question and 

answer session of fifteen minutes in total. Questions from each member of the 

public should be no longer than one minute each and relate to issues under the 

Council’s remit. At any one meeting no person may submit more than two 

questions and no more than two such questions may be asked on behalf of one 

organisation. 

 

The Chair will ask whether any members of the public present at the meeting wish 

to ask a question and will decide on the order of questioners. 

 

The response may take the form of: 

a) a direct oral answer; 

b) where the desired information is in a publication of the Council or other 

published work, a reference to that publication; or 

c) where the reply cannot conveniently be given orally, a written answer 

circulated later to the questioner. 

 

6.   Member Questions  

A Member of the Council may ask the Chair, the Leader, a Cabinet Member or the 

Chair of any Committee a question on any matter in relation to which the Council 

has powers or duties or which affects the Cotswold District. A maximum period of 

fifteen minutes shall be allowed at any such meeting for Member questions. 

 

 



 

A Member may only ask a question if:  

a) the question has been delivered in writing or by electronic mail to the Chief 

Executive no later than 5.00 p.m. on the working day before the day of the 

meeting; or 

b) the question relates to an urgent matter, they have the consent of the 

Chair to whom the question is to be put and the content of the question is 

given to the Chief Executive by 9.30 a.m. on the day of the meeting. 

 

An answer may take the form of: 

a) a direct oral answer; 

b) where the desired information is in a publication of the Council or other 

published work, a reference to that publication; or 

c) where the reply cannot conveniently be given orally, a written answer 

circulated later to the questioner. 

 

The following Member questions have been submitted for response: 

 

Question from Cllr Julia Judd to Cllr Andrea Pellegram Cabinet Member for 

Environment and Regulatory Services 

Gloucestershire County Council has approved a policy to introduce charges for 

excess DIY waste brought by residents to Household Recycling Centres, including 

rubble, soil, fixtures, fittings and building waste. 

While I recognise that the policy is intended to contribute to the County Council’s 

financial savings, there is a clear concern that charging residents for disposing of 

legitimate DIY waste could create an unintended increase in fly-tipping. This is 

particularly concerning in rural areas of the Cotswolds, where illegal dumping can 

have a significant impact on our countryside, roadsides and National Landscape. 

The County Council’s own report acknowledges the potential risk of increased fly-

tipping, but states that there is no statistical evidence demonstrating a sustained 

increase as a result of charging for DIY waste. It also states that an Ecological 

Impact Assessment has not been undertaken. 

Can the Leader confirm whether Cotswold District Council was formally consulted 

by Gloucestershire County Council before this policy was approved and, if so, 

what concerns or representations did CDC make? 

Furthermore, given that CDC may ultimately face additional costs and pressure if 

fly-tipping increases as a consequence of the policy, what assessment has CDC 

made of the potential financial and environmental impact on the District, and 

what discussions has it had with GCC about monitoring fly-tipping and ensuring 

that any additional costs arising from the policy do not simply fall on Cotswold 

residents through CDC? 

 

Question from Cllr David Cunningham to Cllr Patrick Coleman, Cabinet 

Member for Finance 

With the LGR process now officially paused by central government, can the 



 

Cabinet Member for Finance confirm the precise amount of council funding spent 

on this program so far? Will he provide a detailed breakdown of that amount, 

including officer time, resources and outside consultants. Additionally, what 

portion of the work completed to date is now worthless, and what are the 

financial implications for the £2 million previously ring fenced in reserves for the 

LGR transition? 

Question from Cllr Tom Stowe to Cllr Mike Evemy, Leader of the Council 

When was the content of the recent issue of Cotswold’s Together magazine 

finalised and sent to print? 

 

Question from Cllr Len Wilkins to Cllr Juliet Layton, Deputy Leader and 

Cabinet Member for Housing and Planning 

From 31st October "minor" residential developments (defined as under 10 

properties or up to nine homes on sites under 0.5 hectares) cannot be called in for 

consideration by Planning Committee. This removes the local knowledge of 

District Councillors which can be invaluable to a planning officer. Can we amend 

our planning portal so that the comments of the ward Councillor can be added 

and differentiated to the comments of others? 

 

Question from Cllr Laura Hall-Wilson to Cllr Mike Evemy, Leader of the 

Council 

The Government has also made clear that its Full Dispersal policy is intended to 

achieve a fairer and more equitable geographical distribution of asylum 

accommodation, with the Home Office actively seeking additional 

accommodation in local authority areas where there is capacity. 

The Prime Minister and Home Secretary have said this is about ensuring that 

wealthier and more affluent communities “play their part” in accommodating 

asylum seekers and achieving a fairer spread of asylum accommodation across 

the country. 

Could the Leader therefore confirm whether Cotswold District Council has been 

contacted by the Home Office, or by any Home Office accommodation provider, 

regarding the provision or procurement of asylum accommodation within the 

Cotswold District, particularly following the identification of Cotswold as a local 

authority currently accommodating no supported asylum seekers? 

 

Question from Cllr Daryl Corps to Cllr Juliet Layton, Deputy Leader and 

Cabinet Member for Housing and Planning 

The local plan update proposes over 4000 new homes for the North Cotswold’s 

including over 2000 for Moreton in Marsh, but no new employment land 

allocations, please can you set out where, potentially 10000 plus new residents, 

are expected to work, and how they will realistically get there given limited public 

transport? 



 

Question from Cllr Gina Blomefield to Cllr Mike Evemy, Leader of the Council 

Many of the warning and directional signs on roads across the Cotswold District 

are in a poor state whether they have panels missing; are partly illegible or 

obscured by foliage; their support poles completely collapsed or are even facing 

the wrong way due to being bashed by large vehicles. I have taken photographs 

of some of them and if I compiled a comprehensive collection across the District 

they would fill a substantial album. 

Whilst I appreciate that many people now rely on satnav to direct them to their 

destinations this is not always the case for tourists and other non-locals who value 

signposts to find their way or get reassurance, they are on the right route. 

Many of the warning signs such as STOP, Give Way, severe bend, children or 

elderly people crossing and so on are in a woeful state and these are essential for 

the safety of all drivers. 

These poor signs detract from the attractiveness of the Cotswold’s as a special 

landscape. 

In the same way that CDC encourages pothole repairs, are you also pushing GCC 

to maintain and keep their Cotswold road signage in good shape for the safety of 

all road users across the District? 

 

Question from Cllr Daryl Corps to Cllr Juliet Layton, Deputy Leader and 

Cabinet Member for Housing and Planning 

On the new local plan map for Moreton-in-Marsh, land is highlighted which the 

council says has been put forward by landowners for development. However, local 

residents are questioning whether this is accurate, with concerns that some of the 

land shown has not actually been put forward by the landowners at all. Can the 

administration confirm that every site shown as having been put forward by a 

landowner has, in fact, been put forward by that landowner? And they are not just 

a wish list! 

 

7.   Constitution Working Group Recommendations- National Scheme of 

Delegation (Discharge of Local Planning Authority Functions Regulations 

2026) (Pages 37 - 130) 

Purpose 

To present recommendations from the Constitution Working Group in relation to 

the changes required to the Council Constitution to implement the new National 

Scheme of Delegation for planning functions in England, introduced through the 

Planning and Infrastructure Act 2025 and implemented by regulations coming 

into force on 31 October 2026. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council resolves to adopt : 

1. The revised Planning Protocol in Part 5E of the Council Constitution shown 

at Annex A1. 

2. The revised non-executive scheme of officer delegation relating to 

Planning in Part C4 of the Council Constitution shown at Annex B1. 



 

 

8.   Polling Station Review (Pages 131 - 152) 

Purpose 

To ask Council to approve consultation on suggested changes to polling stations.  

These changes have been proposed by the Electoral Matters Working Group 

following consultation with Ward members in areas affected.   

With Council’s approval the next step would be to ask parish and town councils, 

county councillors and other stakeholders for their views on the proposed 

changes. 

 

Recommendations 

That Full Council resolves to :  

1. Approve consultation on the proposed changes to polling stations as set 

out in Annex B; 

2. Authorise the Electoral Services Manager, in consultation with the Electoral 

Matters Working Group, to undertake consultation with parish and town 

councils, county councillors, Members of Parliament and other 

stakeholders; and 

3. Note that the outcome of the consultation will be reported back to Council 

for consideration and decision. 

 

9.   Establishing a Joint Voluntary Committee - Local Government 

Reorganisation  

This item has being withdrawn from the agenda in light of the government’s 

announcements on Monday 7 September 2026 pausing the implementation of 

Local Government Reorganisation in Gloucestershire. 

 

10.   Treasury Outturn report 2025-26 (Pages 153 - 172) 

Purpose 

To receive and discuss details of the Council’s Treasury management performance 

for the period 01 April to 31 March 2026. 

 

Recommendations 

That Council resolves to: 

1. Note the Council’s Treasury Management performance for the period 1 

April 2025 to 31 March 2026. 

2. Approve the Treasury Management Outturn Report 2025/26 

 

11.   Notice of Motions  

No motions on notice have been received for consideration at this meeting in 

accordance with Council Procedure Rule 12.1. 

 

12.   Next meeting  

The next meeting of Council will be held on 25 November 2026. 



 

 

 

(END) 

 


